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A tribute to Dr. C. V. Raman
K. P. Peter Kunnath

Science Day celebrates as tribute to the first Nobel laureate in Physics from India
Dr. C. V. Raman.

His remarkable contribution was in the advanced study of spectroscopy, the
deflection of light while it traverse.

I'had occasions to attend two commemorative seminars on Dr.C V Raman at Indian
Institute Of Science Bangalore, as the college where I studied Engineering, M S Ramaiah
Institute of Technology is adjacent to IISC.

The very purpose of celebrating Science Day is to promote scientific temper and to
highlight the significance of science in our lives. It also reminds us of the over exploitation
and excessive use of natural resources that lead us to chaos.

This year (2024) according to ministry of science and technology, the theme of
science day is “indigenous technology for a developed India”.We all know our space
research and explorations are almost depended on indigenous technology developed by
our own scientists.

India is perhaps the only country explicitly adopted scientific temper in the
constitution. In the42nd amendment of the constitution of India, article 51A enshrine
many revolutionary changes of which the two vital deliberations are regarding science
and environment.

1) To develop a scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of enquiry and reform.
2) To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and
wildlife, also to have compassion for living species.

Science plays a pivotal role in the progress and development of our country by
fostering innovations driving technological advancements and addressing societal
challenges. It serves as the backbone of economical growth, empower industries, enhance
health care, contribute to agricultural fields, especially to cater the growing demand for
food production. Science and its developments are instrumental in nurturing a skilled
workforce, fostering entrepreneurship and make India a global leader.

As technology advances responsibly also increases. Ethical implications of scientific
discoveries are increasingly significant. We have to be cautious not to repeat Chernobyl
or Bhopal incidents anymore. Issues related to Artificial Intelligence, gene editing
surveillance digitalisation etc raise important ethical issues. Science Day observations
are opportunities to engage in discussions and deliberations regarding these ethical
issues.

As we all know environment is facing unprecedented challenges like climate
changes,global warming/boiling, emission of greenhouse gases, pollution and such other
menaces. The study of ecosystem, biodiversity and sustainable resource management
are the need of the day to preserve our planet safe to live.

The excessive exploration and overuse of fossil fuels emits greenhouse gases to our
atmosphere and deplete the oxygen level. Due to global warming severe climate changes
occur, icebergs in Antarctic and glaciers, in the mountains like Himalaya region melt and
M.S.L. raise causing severe erosion and landslide.

Emission of greenhouse gases results in the rupture and damage of ozonosphere,
thereby causing severe health hazards.

As a scientifically enlightened community we have to be cautious about these
manaces. It is our responsibility to restrict the over exploitation of natural resources,
make the planet a safe habitat.

Thus Science holds the key to the future evolution, it transforms our lives and
make our planet safer and sustainable.

NB: While we develop science and technology, explore and trying to colonise even
the outer space, we have to conduct explorations to our own consciousness and inner
being,develop a healthy spiritual and righteous consciousness and “HAGIA SOPHIA”.

(Science Day (2024 ) Speech at st.Xaviers’ Public School at Kandankadavu near
Chellanam )
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